synovitis" (see page 00) by Dr Dr. Gourlay said that Sorsby had described ophthalmology as a branch of genetics. Recent simple analysis of the 75,000 blind persons in Great Britain today showed cataract as the leading cause (25%), followed by glaucoma, myopia, and heredo-familial defects. Pantocaine 1% (amethocaine, pontocaine) was to be preferred to cocaine for surface anaesthesia in the removal of foreign bodies, as it is more rapid in action and less harmful to the corneal epithelium. The frequent use of penicillin drops in low concentrations was deplored. This practice leads to resistant strains, which are being increasingly encountered. The strength recommended was 10,000 Oxford units per ml., a strength which could cope with large cell viruses. Corneal ulcers responded to subconjunctival penicillin (1 mega in adrenalin and water); if a Gram-negative organism was responsible, then 5 g. streptomycin was similarly given.
Alkali burns demanded immediate irrigation.
It was shown in America that buffer solutions were in no way preferable to normal saline. After thorough irrigation, all staining corneal epithelium was removed, and areas of conjunctiva which stained with fluorescine were grafted with amniotic membrane. December 14, 1950 , when members were the guests of the management of I.C.I. Ltd., Huddersfield, and of Dr. C. Cresdee. G. B. Jones, Esq., J.P., general works manager, gave an interesting talk on the dyestuffs industry. This was followed by a short business meeting.
A further meeting was held on February 1, -1951, at the Government Training Centre, Leeds. Members were taken on a short tour of the Industrial Rehabilitation Unit by Dr. W. N. Crowe, the medical officer. The business meeting, which followed, was largely concerned with the programme for the 1951 annual provincial meeting in Sheffield.
